
Catherine Lecce-Chong is a 
Bay Area California based 
artist. She creates tactile and 
collaged paintings or mixed 
media wall installations. She is 
working in various acrylic 
mediums on wood panels or 

heavy duty stretched canvases. Presently, her work 
centers on iconography, isolation, devotion, and 
transparency. �e �nal images use many glazes and 
textures that explore seeing, visual impairments and 
possible alternative ways to create art that people 
may touch and explore. She is creating tactile art to 
inspire other people with disabilities and for fund 
raising for non-pro�ts. Her work is available to 
display in hospitals, organizations that serve senior 
or populations with disabilities, centers that serve 
non-dominant cultures, libraries, schools and 
regional public art centers.
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Catherine with Andrea, her guide dog

San Francisco Bay Wisdom Log
Red Blades Float �rough the Unconscious Body

“�is series was based on my daily view of the 
bay and the large ships that sailed by me. 
�e  triangle shape of the boats remind of 
knife blades. Knives are not a negative image 
for me as they are the symbol of wisdom in 
Buddhism. �e knife is used to cut away 
ignorance. Making art is another tool for 
gaining truth about oneself. Making art is 
not for the faint of heart.”



Catherine with Andrea, her guide dog

White Blindness Series
Cobalt Blue Virgin

“‘White blindness’ is a reference to the pain 
and vision loss when encountering bright 
light. Sometimes, I have to resort to the 
gentleness of candlelight, or, as shown in the 
inset, soft string lights.

“�e titles of these stretched canvas tactile 
paintings start with the name of the principle 
colored paint...I use stencils, tape or string to 
make simple shapes that are outlined in thick 
paint, and then use �ngers or brushes to help 
me feel the edges of the image...Collage or 
textured paint are employed for the 
images...�e perspective is �at like old 
religious icons. I use symbols, letters, words 
and numbers. Sometimes these are upside 
down to denote ignorance of information, 
mystery, or even danger.”

“The horizontal and vertical dots are braille 
for my initials, “CLC.” The “L” is the three 
vertical dots in the middle. As I adjusted my 
life to limited vision, I learned braille, 
incorporating it into my work. And very nicely 
it all looks like an Asian chop, or seal.”

“Above is how you may see Cobalt Blue Virgin in bright light. 
I cannot view or create my work, however, in normal lighting 

conditions due to the pain to my eyes. �e low light view at 
right mimics my view, which is more soothing to me.”L E C C E - C H O N G A R T I S T . C O M


